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Purpose

Capture river use info — angling and rec

Gauge angler knowledge of consumption
advisory

Gather angling statistics — effort, catch,
harvest

This is the second survey of this kind for
South River — a follow-up to the 2005
survey



=
2
S
B
o
i
=
B
o
=)
=
©
c
©
)
c
£
o
-
S
c
o
(&)




Methods

* A stratified “roving” angler survey was
selected due to access point limitations

* Non-uniform probabilities were assigned to
river reaches, time of day, days of
week...then selected randomly to
determine the sample schedule

* Plus to roving survey: more remote
contacts; Drawback: incomplete trips



Methods

* Two students were trained how to
iInterview constituents and how to safely
handle kayaks

* These “clerks” would launch at assigned
time and place, float until encountering a
fishing or rec party, conduct the interview,
and continue to endpoint

 Fishing effort, catch, harvest, and
expenses were entered electronically and
run through a SAS program developed by
Steve Malvestuto
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Locations

» Waynesboro to Port Republic — 25 river
miles

* Five reaches sampled
» Average reach length — 4.9 miles



Number of times sampled

20

2011 River Reaches Sampled
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Results

Angler Characteristics



Gander

92

2011 Gender Angling

m Male

O Female




Race

l@Caucadan
[@Avioan Am
aHlpanio
ioAdan

0%

2011 Race Angling

mCaucasian

@ African Am

OHispanic

OAsian




Do you fish from...?

18% 14%

68%

O Boat 0 Bank 0 Wade

2011 Do you fish from...?

O Boat

OBank 0OWade




What are you fishing for?

29,2% 3%

2011 What are you fishing for?

@ Smallmouth
bass
B Trout

O Sunfish

O Anything




What type of fishing gear did you

use?

5% 2%

BSpin @Bait

OFly @Combo

What type of fishing gear did you use? 2011

ESpin mBait OFly @Combo




What was your bait preference?

What was your bait preference? 2011

N

m Natural
| Artificial
OBoth

m Natural mArtificial OBoth




Why did you release your catch?

2%
7% & gos ‘

EC&R Angler mAdvisory
OToo Small @Other

Why did you release your catch? 2011

0% 2%

mC&R Angler

mAdvisory 0OToo Small @Other




Why do you like fishing South
River?

10%

A
NEY

Why do you like fishing South River? 2011

®Fishing Quality mScenery
OClose to Home BDAll
m Other

48%

B Fishing Quality mScenery OClose to Home @ZAIl mOther




What do you dislike about
fishing South River?

3%~ 2%

mFishing Quality
BToo Crowded
@ Pollution

0O Other

What do you dislike about fishing South River? 2011

m Fishing Quality m Pollution OOther




Where are you from?

®Augusta
B Rockingham
mPage 2011 Where are you from?
OHarrisonburg
@ Staunton

@Waynesboro

@ Other

3%

m Augusta

@ Rockingham
26%
OHarrisonburg
OWaynesboro

mIn State

m Out of State




Results

Consumption Advisory



Co youknow abouthie aducory?

Do you know about the advisory? 2011

].Yu oo I

mYes ONo




How do you know about the
advisory?

How do you know about the advisory? 2011

OSigns

@ Word of Mouth
ONewspaper
ORadio

® Other

OSigns mWord of Mouth O Newspaper OWebsite @Radio O Other




Ancwered advicory que don correcty?

1%

[perready @ineerme oty oUnkne Wi ]

Answered advisory question correctly? 2011

@ Correctly EIncorrectly




Lo youkesp 13h from South R ver?

%

|.Mep pfeleace gBot l

Do you keep the fish from South River? 2011

2%

mKeep ®Release 0OBoth




Do you e st fishfrom South River?

Do you eat fish from South River? 2011

19%

1%

80%

EBYes 0ONo




How many times do you visit the river?

2011 How many times do you visit the river?

mito5 m6to10 011to 20 m>20

47%

13%

mito5 m6to10 O11to20 O>20




Recreation

12 surveys, 8 were in June & July
Swimming and boating were top two
Almost 100% Caucasian

Males outnumbered females 2 to 1

Local users from Waynesboro, Augusta,
Rockingham
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Fishing Pressure South River 2011
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Total Bank and Boat Effort =
6,523 hours
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Number of fish

2500

Catch and Harvest By Species South R 2011
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18000

Angler Expenditures by Month South R 2011

16000

14000

12000

10000

Dollars Spent

8000

6000

4000

2000

Total Money Spent Fishing in
2011 = $16,988

May

June July August Sept

Month

Total




Proportion of Money Spent Locally
South R 05

7%

B AIll within 20 miles
B Most within 20 miles
ONone within 20 miles

Proportion of Money Spent Locally South R 2011

@ All within 20 miles

® Most within 20 miles ONone within 20 miles
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Trout harvest rate IS 52%,
2% =




